
MISSIONS – BECOMING 
A CONNECTED FAMILY

PHIL 1:12-18A 
V18A(KEY)



SERMON OUTLINE
• Introduction: What is Missions? 

• Paul’s mission is advancing the Gospel in the  

Pre-believers - v13  

Believers - 14 

• Paul’s source of rejoicing - the gospel is preached: 

 Out of love v15, 16 

Out of -selfish ambition v17 

• I REJOICE v18a



Phil 1:1-2

1 Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, 
including the overseers and deacons: 2 Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Who from...

Who to... Written in...!
Maybe 60-62 AD in Rome 



WHAT IS MISSIONS?
Residents start to build 

shelters where their homes 
destroyed by Typhoon Haiyan in 

Tacloban, central Philippines, 
Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2013. AP 

Soup kitchen by willing 
hearts 



WHAT IS MISSIONS?

a LOT of 
holiday….

a little bit of work



PAUL’S MISSION IS ADVANCING THE GOSPEL

Phil 1:13 so that my imprisonment in the cause 
of Christ has become well known throughout 
the whole 2praetorian guard and to everyone 
else, 

Paul’s definition of mission is:

Current 
situation

“IN THE 
CAUSE OF 
CHRIST”





PAUL’S MISSION IS ADVANCING THE GOSPEL

Phil 1:13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ 
has become well known throughout the whole 
praetorian guard and to everyone else, 

Paul’s mission toward: The praetorian guard was 
a body of ten thousnad 

specially selected soldiers 
in Rome. They had unusual 
privileges (e.g., double pay), 
becoming so powerful that 
even the emperors had to 

court their favor 
(Robertson 1931, 438). 



PAUL’S MISSION IS ADVANCING THE GOSPEL

Phil 1:13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ 
has become well known throughout the whole praetorian 
guard and to everyone else, 

Paul’s mission toward:
• "especially those of Caesar's household." (Phil 4:22) 

• When they had set a day for Paul, they came to him at his 
lodging in large numbers; and he was explaining to them 

by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God and 
trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the 
Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until 

evening. (Acts 28:23 NASB)



PAUL’S MISSION IS ADVANCING THE GOSPEL

Phil 1:13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ 
has become well known throughout the whole 
2praetorian guard and to everyone else, 

Paul’s definition of mission is:

Current 
situation

“IN THE 
CAUSE OF 
CHRIST”



PAUL’S MISSION IS ADVANCING THE GOSPEL

Phil 1:13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ 
has become well known throughout the whole 
2praetorian guard and to everyone else, 

Paul’s definition of mission is:

And when they had examined me, they were 
willing to release me because there was no 

ground for putting me to death. (Acts 28:18 
NASB)



PAUL’S MISSION IS ADVANCING THE GOSPEL

Phil 1:14 and that most of the brethren, trusting in the 
Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more 
courage to speak the word of God without fear. (NASB) 

Paul’s mission toward:

Roman Christians....!
Imprisonment is not the issue 

anymore....



PAUL’S SOURCE OF REJOICING - THE GOSPEL IS 
PREACHED:

15Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even 
from envy and strife, but some also from good 
will; 16the latter do it out of love, knowing that 
I am appointed for the defense of the gospel; 
(Philippians 1:15, 16 NASB)Preaching of Gospel

from envy and strifeOut of love v15b, 16



PAUL’S SOURCE OF REJOICING - THE GOSPEL IS 
PREACHED:

the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition 
rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me 
distress in my imprisonment. (Philippians 1:17 NASB)

envy and rivalry, 
(ESV)

The others, now that I’m out of the 
picture, are merely greedy, hoping to get 
something out of it for themselves. Their 

motives are bad. They see me as their 
competition, and so the worse it goes for 
me, the better—they think—for them. 

(MSG)



I REJOICE V18A

What then? Only that in every way, whether 
in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; 
and in this I rejoice. (Philippians 1:18a 
NASB) 

Yes, and I will rejoice, (Philippians 1:18b 
NASB)



I REJOICE V18A
What then? Only that in every way, whether 
in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; 
and in this I rejoice. (Philippians 1:18a 
NASB)

pretense or in truth?



APPLICATION

The connected family rejoices when the 
gospel is preached...even from different 
motives.



APPLICATION
Circle of concern card....3 pre-Christians 
friends...


