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Introduction  
It's only 12 days into 2014. What are some 
of our hopes, plans & resolutions for this 
year. Perhaps we are not so optimistic in 
our resolutions & aim lower to ensure our 
targets are met. 
 
What does God mean to us in 2014? 
There are statistically 900,000 people in 
Sengkang. This makes our area here one 
of mega-harvest opportunity. 
 

For I'm Building A People Of Power 
For I’m building a people of power 
And I’m making a people of praise 

That will move through this land by My Spirit 
And will glorify My precious name 

 
Build Your church Lord 

Make us strong Lord 
Join our hearts Lord, through Your Son 

Make us one Lord in Your body 
In the Kingdom of Your Son 

 
This year, we start by working hand-in-hand to serve God together in this 
community. 
 
Howard Hendricks once described the church with 2 kinds of people; the 
pillars & the caterpillars. 
Which type do we belong to? Shouldn’t we all want be the pillars of the 
church? 
 
Last Sunday, we saw that each of our lives lay in the Hands of the 
Master. 
This morning, we continue with the notion of serving together with the 
church staff with 1 heart. 
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Acts 6:1-7 NIV 
In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among 
them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in 
the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It 
would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on 
tables. Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full 
of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our 
attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”   This proposal pleased the whole group. 
They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, 
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They 
presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.   So the 
word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large 
number of priests became obedient to the faith. 
 
Serving together implies the involvement of 2 or more people; it’s not an OMO (One-Man-
Service). 
In Japan, everything is automated because of the lack of manpower resources. Nobody is 
required to interact with the customer in this automated situation. The customer merely 
purchases something & takes it away with them. 
 
This is not so in the Christian context. 
It requires the 3C's (Cooperation, Collaboration & Consultation)... 
 
 
1. A Growing Community (Acts 6:1-2) 
 
Acts 6:1-2 NIV 
In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among 
them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in 
the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It 
would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on 
tables. 
 
These verses speak of growth. This happened when Peter spoke on the day of Pentecost. 
3000 came to the Lord that day. Let's remember that God caused this increase, & 
this increase brought challenges. 
 
Community speaks of common goals, missions & visions. 
Communtiy in SKMC means a journey of the SKMC family. It means we are co-travellers. 
 
Growth speaks of life. 
'Zoe' in Greek refers to Life. 
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In these verses, growth was exponential. 
It's not just numerical growth we should look at. Spiritual growth is also important. Luke 
here intentionally refers to the congregation of disciples. This is not refering to numbers. 
Here, he is referring to Zoe life; a common destiny, a preparation on the people's part to 
face an increase in the congregation size! 
 
The people were from diverse backgrounds; hardly homogenous in backgrounds and 
cultures, but the people remained cohesive & united. They were prepared to handle the 
growth maturely & responsibly. 
 
We need each other. We need adjustment and alignment to one another. This needs 
accommodation and encouragement on our parts; knowing God and knowing one another. 
Only THIS will result in knowing God & beyond. 
 
 
2. A God-fearing Community (Acts 6:3-4) 
 
Acts 6:3-4 NIV 
Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the 
Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to 
prayer and the ministry of the word.” 
 
These verses speak of the desire to never neglect God & be God-fearing people. They 
speak of the ministry of God's Word. Without this there'll be no common understanding or 
doctrine. 
 
The people here comprised not only the Jews, but also the Hellenistic Jews (the resident 
Greeks there). 
 
God's Word goes beyond earthly wisdom (degrees & qualifications). It imparts spiritual 
wisdom & clarifies our missions in God. 
Our collective aim is to glorify God & carry out His mission.; and is to make disciples for 
God! 

Eph 4:11-12 NASB 
11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and 
some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the [a]saints for the work of service, to 
the building up of the body of Christ; 

These verses mention people of differing giftings; nevertheless God-fearing. Like them, we 
also have God-given spiritual gifts. We are to use these gifts of ours for God's glory! 
 
Church staff & partners also play the roles of Equippers of the saints in church. They can 
only do so much without the assistance & participation of the church congregation. In order 
for anything to happen, each of us must heed the call to service God in SKMC! 
 
 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph+4%3A11-12+&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29285a
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3. An Obeying Community (Acts 6:5-6) 
 
Acts 6:5-6 NIV 
This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 
Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a 
convert to Judaism. They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their 
hands on them. 
 
Of the 7 men Named; the 7th was merely the Proselyte from Antioch! 
This implies that not all are meant to serve at the forefront of church. Some people are quiet 
warriors, who serve obediently as God's faithful disciples without glamour nor recognition. 
They are as important as the people who serve at the forefront of church. 
 
The church was obedient on 2 counts: 
 
3.1 The church was an obeying community in meeting the needs of the people, 
particularly the widows. 
 
3.2 The church was an obeying community in selecting 7 men to respond to their 
current situation of the time. 
 

We should impress people from a distance, but impact them up close 
(Howard Hendricks). 

 
 

Conclusions & Applications 
A1. Discover & use our spiritual gifts to participate & get involved in 
ministries. 
 
A2. Encourage others whenever we meet them via messages/WhatsApp.  
 
A3. Show concern & pray with others for their ministries & their families.  
 
 
 
Think of 1 or more areas we can support the church staff this new year. 

Pray, Encourage, Help etc... 
 


