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Central Truth 
God Works His way to man by: 
The Word became Flesh & made 
his dwelling amongst us. 
 
Introduction 
Common understanding of 
different ways of being saved. 
 
Today is Palm Sunday; the day 
Jesus rode a donkey into 
Jerusalem 
 
Zech 9:9 ESV (The Coming King of Zion) 
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 
John 12:12-19 NASB (Jesus Enters Jerusalem) 
12 On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast, when they 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 took the branches of the palm 
trees and went out to meet Him, and began to shout, “Hosanna! BLESSED IS HE 

WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, even the King of Israel.” 14 Jesus, finding 
a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written, 15 “FEAR NOT, DAUGHTER OF ZION; 
BEHOLD, YOUR KING IS COMING, SEATED ON A DONKEY’S COLT.” 16 These things His 
disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then 
they remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had 
done these things to Him. 17 So the [a]people, who were with Him when He 
called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead, continued to 
testify about Him. 18 For this reason also the [b]people went and met Him, 
because they heard that He had performed this [c]sign. 19 So the Pharisees 
said to one another, “You see that you are not doing any good; look, the world 
has gone after Him.” 
 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A12-19+&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26598a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A12-19+&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26599b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A12-19+&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26599c
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In Matthew, Jesus set His face like flint towards Jerusalem. The people 
there took palms and waved it in welcome of Jesus' arrival, hence the 
name Palm Sunday! 
 
Today we talk about our self-sacrificing God. 
Barter trading started in the 17/18 century...people exchanged things for 
what they wanted; a notion that there is no free lunch in life. 
 
We behave this way to those in need and when we are ourselves in need, 
we do likewise too. 
 
But God is self-sacrificing...the world has the notion that although God 
loves me, we need to behave ourselves as well. 
 
God loves us & sent His son as sacrifice for us, and He gave us the 
authority that comes with being children of God! 
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John 1:9-14 NIV 
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, 
and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to 
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to 
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— children 
born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of 
God.   The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
1 Cor 1:22-24 NASB 
22 For indeed Jews ask for [a]signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but we preach [b]Christ 
crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
 
We are looking for God in all the wrong places. Because of this, we do all the wrong things. 
We believe that in order to please God, we have to do all sorts of things. 
We are recipients of God’s love & salvation in reality! We don't have to work for our 
salvation. Our Master is not a tyrannical master who requires our works to bless us! 
God is already pleased with us! 
 

Example: 
We are pleased with our children. We love them unconditionally simply 
because they have our DNA. So much more for our heavenly Father. 
However, we do things that are disobedient to God, but yet He provides a 
way for us out of it! All this so that we don't need to wallow in sin and 
guilt! 
 
 
Common Thinking 
My salvation is totally in my control and is determined by me working towards God. 
 
 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+1%3A22-24&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28386a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+1%3A22-24&version=NASB#fen-NASB-28387b
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Biblical Truth 
1. God is the One who works His way to us  
 
John 1:9 NIV 
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 
 
Rom 5:8 NIV 
8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. 
 
God demonstrates His love for us. It is a physical action; not just a thought! This was 
demonstrated even whilst we were sinners! 
 
 
2. God took a risk by sacrificing Himself for us - unrequited love  
 
John 1:10-11 NIV 
10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 
 
Isn't this true of the fact that in life, when someone says they love you, you thank them & 
reply that you love them too! 
 
God's love for us is such that there is no compulsion on our part to love Him back! God 
risked His love through His son's sacrifice for us knowing that people may not reciprocate 
this love of His! (John 1:10-11 NASB) 
 
We could say that in loving us, God had no guarantee that His people would love Him back. 
 
The truth remains that this risk pervades until today. There are still people today who don't 
know Him or love Him... 
 
A time is coming where Christians have to stand firm on what we believe. The world is 
becoming corrupted with the wiles of the anti-Christ! 
 
 
3. Self-sacrifice is the highest act of love  
 
John 15:13 NASB 
13 Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 
 
When Jesus died for us, He knew what He was doing. It was an action borne out of love, 
not just a thought! 
 
What more evidence can we ask of God as proof of His love? 
What more do we need to convince ourselves to live our lives as children of God? 
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4. The paradox of self-sacrifice - Jesus sacrificed  
 
Phil 2:6-11 NASB 
6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
[a]grasped, 7 but [b]emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in 
the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death [c]on a cross. 9 For this reason also, 
God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so 
that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 
 
We see the interaction between Father & Son in these verses. 
 
Why did God have to come naked as a baby into this world? 
Why did God have to humble himself to that of a helpless human being & come into this 
world? 
 
Isn't this a pure demonstration of God's immense love for us? This is Who God is to us! 
 
 

Conclusions and Applications 
We need to learn more about this Jesus who sacrificed Himself for us by 
reading the gospel of John! 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil+2%3A6-11+&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29398a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil+2%3A6-11+&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29399b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil+2%3A6-11+&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29400c

