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Speaker: Mr Peter Tan 
 

Introduction 
Youth will one day be used by God to change the 
world. 
 
 
1 Corinthians 9:24-25 NASB 
Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one 
receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. Everyone 
who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They 
then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 
 
These passages tell us that everyone runs a race to win a prize, but only 1 person will win 
that coveted prize. That's the way life goes. Each athlete readies themselves for a 
competition to attain a crown that doesn't last. 
 
We however, follow Christ, & take after Him, equipping ourselves in the process, simply to 
get that crown; a crown that never perishes! 
 
We are all in this race together. It's not about how we start the race; it's really about how we 
finish this race that really matters. 
 
There are examples of people (eg. King Saul) in the bible who started their race well, but 
didn't end very well. Saul became bitter along his way & did things that didn't please God; 
his relation with God being severed in the process, with devastating and very sad 
consequences. 
 
God has a purpose for each and everyone of our youth & children. 
 
The Story of Hannah 
1 Samuel 1:27-28 NASB 
For this boy I prayed, and the Lord has given me my petition which I asked of Him. So I 
have also dedicated him to the Lord ; as long as he lives he is dedicated to the Lord ." And 
he worshiped the Lord there. 
 
Hannah presented her son to God because she wanted him to dedicate his life to God and 
do something important for God. This son was Samuel. Samuel was born through a time of 
prayer. Many parents pray through the birth of their children, so when they ARE born, their 
kids are very important and precious to them. 
 
Nobody is born as a result of an accident. All accidents are 'destined' by God. 
 
We all want to run a race to get to where God has destined for us. Question is where the 
race is going to take us? This requires us to allow God to lead us into an understanding of 
where that destination is for each of us! 
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3 Things to consider if we want to know what God's plan and destiny is for us. 
 
1. We need to have a good coach. 
Using the World Cup analogy, Brazil didn't have a good coach & the team ended up in 
trouble. Germany on the other hand, had a good system & they perform & progress well. 
 
Our guide & mentor is critical & that can be no other than God Himself. We need to know if 
we know God personally for ourselves. Getting to know God & allowing Him to shape & 
mould us will enable us to trust Him for the plans He has for us! 
 
 
2. Take time to know what God has planned for us. 
Spend time with God; read His word & allow for time to Him. 
 
We need to spend time with God and allow Him to reveal His purposes & destiny for us! 
This is the way to secure a crown that will not perish with time. 
 
Roadblocks are inevitable in our lives, but as we place our trust in Him, He will lead & guide 
us through! 
 
Challenges these days are increasing in intensity & numbers. 
1 of the biggest concerns from a group of youth surveyed recently is the fact that they are 
looking for mentors. They need someone to guide them & show them the way. 
 
Is this happening in our church? 
The ratio of mentors to mentees must be small enough to be effective. 
 
The other concern is the need that youths have to engage especially with people of other 
countries. This speaks of missions. These experiences create an impact on youth in the 
way their lives are challenged when they engage less fortunate people elsewhere. 
 
Family missions also help parents to engage their children in a way that isn't possible within 
the confines and comforts of home. 
Parents need to be role models for our children. If we want to see our children get that 
crown, we have to model ourselves for them well. 
 
3. Fathers must make it a point to love the mother of their children. 
This brings about stability in the family by bringing comfort and assurance to the children. 
This stability and comfort helps the children run the race that God has planned for them 
without undue distractions at home! 
 
Our generation (those in their 40's-50's) has been blessed to release the next generation 
into God's ministries. 
As parents, we must save enough for our old age so that when our children grow up, they 
can run their race for God without a sense of burden for looking after us. 
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Conclusions 
In Hebrews 12, we know that there is a crowd who will cheer us on as we 
cross that finish line. 
 
Romans 12:1-2 NASB 
Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and 
holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may 
prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 

Paul urges us here that true and proper worship is represented by how 
we live our lives everyday, as living sacrifices to God! 
He continues to remind us not to conform to the patterns of the world, 
but to engage with God through prayer & worship in order to transform 
our minds so we can see & understand the good & perfect will of God! 
 


