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Central Truth  
The Mark of a Joyful Disciple has 
Righteousness of Faith 
 
Introduction 
2 weeks ago, we spoke of self-denial 
through obedience in the power of 
God; the process being sanctification, 
resulting in blameless & innocent children of God; a light to the world. 
 
People these days live by the credo: “The more we achieve, the more we 
are recognised as being better!” How sad! The world sees works as a 
good thing; the more the merrier! People think that earthly achievements 
can merit them heavenly salvation. Life then becomes a balancing act; 
one that seems to indicate that as long as the ‘good’ outweighs the ‘bad’, 
we’re going to be ok! 
 
It’s important to note at this point that we are NOT against doing good! 
 
Gal 6:9 NET 
9 So we must not grow weary in doing good, for in due time we will reap, if we do not give 
up. 
 

The question we need to ask ourselves is “Just how much works must 
we do to satisfy God”? Doing works to win God’s approval runs us into 
the danger of pride that results from self-glorification instead of 
glorifying God! 
 
Illustration 
3 glasses; 1st glass contains 1 drop of sewage, the 2nd, 2 drops of 
sewage, & the 3rd, 3 drops of sewage. Would you drink from any of these 
glasses? What if each of these glasses were topped off with clean water? 
Would you then drink the water in these same glasses? 
 
Now ponder over this? Think of the sewage as sin. 
 
Lesson 
It's not the amount of sin that is critical; it's the very presence of sin that 
is critical! 
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Phil 3:1-11 NET 
3 Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! To write this again is no trouble to me, 
and it is a safeguard for you. 

2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of those who mutilate the flesh! 
3 For we are the circumcision, the ones who worship by the Spirit of God, exult in Christ 
Jesus, and do not rely on human credentials 4 —though mine too are significant. If someone 
thinks he has good reasons to put confidence in human credentials, I have more: 5 I was 
circumcised on the eighth day, from the people of Israel and the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews. I lived according to the law as a Pharisee. 6 In my zeal for God I 
persecuted the church. According to the righteousness stipulated in the law I was 
blameless. 7 But these assets I have come to regard as liabilities because of Christ. 8 More 
than that, I now regard all things as liabilities compared to the far greater value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things—indeed, I regard them 
as dung!—that I may gain Christ, 9 and be found in him, not because I have my own 
righteousness derived from the law, but because I have the righteousness that comes by 
way of Christ’s faithfulness—a righteousness from God that is in fact based on Christ’s 
faithfulness. 10 My aim is to know him, to experience the power of his resurrection, to share 
in his sufferings, and to be like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the 
resurrection from the dead. 

 
1. Warning against False Righteousness: The Judaizers 
 
Phil 3:2-3 
2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of those who mutilate the flesh! 
3 For we are the circumcision, the ones who worship by the Spirit of God, exult in Christ 
Jesus, and do not rely on human credentials 
 
1.1 The Warning (v 3:2) 
Paul mentions Beware (blepete) 3 times here. Each time the bible wants to emphasize 
some notion/idea, it is mentioned multiple times! The Greek word blepete here means to 
stay clear of! 
 
Paul refers to Judaizers as: 
 
a. dogs (kunas) 
Paul is refering to stray dogs here, not domesticated house pets! It’s interesting to note that 
this same terminology was used on Gentiles by the Jews, who regarded them as ritually 
unclean! It’s an ironic statement that Paul uses here to highlight the fact that the Jewish 
false teachers by their very attempts to stick to the law, had actually broken it! Here they 
were even in the process of defiling the church with their false teaching! Like dogs, they 
roamed the streets scavenging through garbage; an apt metaphor for Judaizers! 
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b. evil workers (kakousergatas) 
Paul is refering to people who possess the ability to perform works in adherence to the law, 
their righteousness being a conscious result of this knowledge! By this token, they have 
become evil workers because they do not keep the law! The idea that sticking to the law 
can gain merit with God goes completely against the teachings of God’s Free Grace! 
 
False teachers will teach us to work FOR our salvation. The truth is we are to work OUT our 
salvation! 
 
c. those who mutilate the flesh (katatome) 
This refers to mutilation of the flesh; like an operation gone wrong! 
Here Paul chides the Judaizers for doing things on the surface or for show; thereby 
neglecting the Old Testament teachings that these symbolic ritual acts must also be 
accompanied by the inward circumcision of the heart performed by the Holy Spirit! 
 
 
1.2 The Rationale  
 
Phil 3:3 
3 For we are the circumcision, the ones who worship by the Spirit of God, exult in Christ 
Jesus, and do not rely on human credentials 
 
Christians of the day were aware of Judaism. Paul gave some rationales for his open 
rebuke of the Judaizers: 
 
a. The church is the circumcision (not by human hands but by Christ) 
Paul is warning the Philippian Christians against being fooled by the false authority of the 
Judaizers; that the church represented the true people of God! He does this by saying the 
church is the circumcision; a process likened to regeneration or new birth (Col 2:11-15). 
 
Col 2:11-15 
11 In him you also were circumcised—not, however, with a circumcision performed by 
human hands, but by the removal of the fleshly body, that is, through the circumcision done 
by Christ. 12 Having been buried with him in baptism, you also have been raised with him 
through your faith in the power of God who raised him from the dead. 13 And even though 
you were dead in your transgressions and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he 
nevertheless made you alive with him, having forgiven all your transgressions. 14 He has 
destroyed what was against us, a certificate of indebtedness expressed in decrees opposed 
to us. He has taken it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 Disarming the rulers and authorities, 
he has made a public disgrace of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 
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b. Worshippers in the spirit of God. 
Real circumcision results in worship led by the spirit of God! Paul mentions that the Holy 
Spirit has paid the downpayment to guarantee our inheritance in the Kingdom of God. 
Judaizers in the other hand, lived in the past & not the present manifestation of the Grace of 
God through Christ & the Holy Spirit! 
 
c. Exult in Christ Jesus. 
We know that our debts are paid and that we Can please God. We don’t rely on our own 
ability to please God! 
This is possible because we brag in Christ Jesus; not in any works of the flesh or in the 
obedience to the Mosaic Laws! We are in God’s family because of Christ & His work, not on 
any efforts on our parts! 
 
d. We don't rely on human credentials 
This means we don't put any confidence in the flesh, or the best that a religious human 
being can produce apart from Christ. This refers to not relying on our own strengths to 
please God. 
 
 
2. The Example of True Righteousness: The life of Paul (v 3:4-11) 
 
2.1 Paul's Previous Life in Judaism (v 3:4-6) 
Paul lists his credentials as an example of those the Judaizers live by: 
 
a. circumcised on the 8th day (in accordance to law, Lev 12:3) 
b. from the people of Israel (he had the natural birthright to all the blessings accorded 
Israelites) 
c. of the tribe of Benjamin (the Benjamin tribe had a primary place amongst the Israeli tribes) 
d. a Hebrew of Hebrews (he was descended from a pure unadulterated line of Jews) 
e. lived according to the law as a Pharisee (Paul was the son of a Pharisee & he himself 
lived according to the law as a Pharisee) 
f. great zeal for God by persecuting the church (he did so by throwing the church members 
in jail & approving their executions) 
g. according to the righteousness stipulated by law, blameless 
 
 
2.2 Paul's Present Life in Christ (v 3:7-8) 
Here Paul reminds us that everything we have gained or possess must be brought under 
the Lordship of Christ; all these being a result of His grace and not to be assigned to our 
own merit. He reminds us that knowing Christ was of more value than anything else in his 
heritage and more precious to him than anything else in his present experience. In fact, this 
relationship is personal & transformational. 
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2.3 Paul’s Future Life in Christ (v 3:9-11) 
 
These verses speak of Paul’s justification, sanctification & glorification 
Here Paul justifies that his righteousness does not come from abiding the law, but that it’s 
derived from God & obtained by faith! This is God’s righteousness faith assigned to a 
believer at the point of salvation! It is by grace & not by works! 
 
Paul’s aim is to enter into a personal relationship with the Living God; to know, to 
experience His resurrected power & to share in His sufferings! This means to overcome sin 
not by the carnal adherence to the law, but by allowing Christ to dwell in us & rule our lives! 
To share in His sufferings means we must also learn to walk like Christ in a fallen world, 
allowing His glory & power to shine forth from us! 
 
Paul speaks of glorifying God by ‘Dying to Self’. This is not putting confidence in the flesh 
and our earthly talents & strengths, but defines a life-long journey with Christ, putting Christ 
on & shedding sin as we go along! 
 
What do we do when it rains? 
We either take an umbrella with us, or we put on a raincoat! 
Christ righteousness in us goes much further than this! His righteousness in us makes us 
waterproof in heavy torrential rain. In the absence of this righteousness, it’s like walking out 
into the rain with a tiny umbrella that cannot keep us dry! 
 
 

Applications 
A1. Like Paul, he considered everything lost because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus. Name 1 person or object you need to 
loosen your grip on... 
 
A2. This week, live out the righteousness of faith by: 
A2.1 Knowing Him - Not just knowing Him. 
 
A2.2 Knowing His Power - The Power of His Resurrection. 
 
A2.3 Knowing His Suffering - Know Him more personally. 
 


