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Central Truth 
Honour Christ in all our 
relationships so that others 
may glory in Christ. 
 

Introduction (The series in 
Joyful Discipleship) 
This morning we want to 
recognise that humility will 
bring about a vibrancy in us 
that other people will want to 
look at and eventually be like 
us! 
We need to have this humility tangibly around us so that people can see 
Jesus Christ residing in us. 
 
We’ve seen how we can develop a level of joy regardless of our 
circumstances around us. This is seen in the life of Paul. 
 
 
Philippians 2:1-11 NIV 
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from 
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make 
my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one 
mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others 
above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the 
others.   In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ 
Jesus:   Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
used to his own advantage;   rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness.   And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!   Therefore God 
exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,   that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth,   and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
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1. The Church Ordinary defined by man. 
...uniform and cordial. 
 
This is a danger every church faces. This happens when people come together out of habit, 
based on numbers of people coming for service. 
It is possible to become uniform and cordial and avoid all trouble, but this is not what we 
want church to be! 
 
In days of old, humility was used to describe the disposition and mentality of slaves. With 
this in mind, it’s pretty obvious that humility could not have been regarded by the pagans as 
a virtue to be sought after. 
 
Humility is a value or virtue the world still does not desire today. The world goes after lofty 
material things (positions and possessions). 
 

 
The shape indicates uniformity and standardisation, but what we really should look at is the 
interconnecting cross in between that holds the 4 squares together & the fact that we 
should not be walking in parallel to one another but together in unison. 
 
If we are to be a disciple-making community, the interaction with each other is critical! 
 
This is why we have caregroups and bible fellowships. 
 
 
2. The Church Extraordinary defined by God. 
2.1 Vibrant (Phil 2:1-2) 
 
Philippians 2:1-2 NIV 
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from 
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make 
my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one 
mind. 
 
2.1.1 These verses start with Therefore. 
The word Therefore implies that these things have happened before and can therefore be 
an encouragement in Christ. 
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2.1.2 …make my joy complete, being of the same mind. 
If joy is missing in our lives, the antidote is to go somewhere and share Christ with 
someone else! This is not a mere suggestion; it’s scriptural! 
 
To strengthen and encourage each other, we need to be of the same mind. Make no 
mistake, this is not referring to having a pity party, sharing grievances and agree in 
suffering with one another. This is being of the same mind to draw closer to God. 
(maintaining the same love in scripture). This is adopting the same love that Jesus exhibits 
over our lives. This is the love that requires that we sometimes have to stop people in their 
tracks before we set them straight (eg. Paul on the road to Damascus). 
 
2.1.3 There must be unity in spirit. 
We need unity in the spirit. 
Unfortunately, The Holy Spirit is the most unspoken of; the most unrecognisable one of the 
Holy Trinity 
 
2.1.4 Intent on 1 purpose 
The people of Christ must decide to give affection and compassion to one another. They 
must become united in 1 spirit and share the same mind; only then can the community of 
God realise a common purpose. 
 
 
2.2 Humble (Phil 2:3-4) 
 
Philippians 2:3-4 NIV 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 
 
Numbers 12:2-3 NASB 
Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he had 
married (for he had married a Cushite woman); and they said, "Has the L ord indeed 
spoken only through Moses? Has He not spoken through us as well?" And the L ord heard 
it. (Now the man Moses was very humble, more than any man who was on the face of the 
earth.) 
 
Numbers 12:4-10 NASB 
Suddenly the L ord said to Moses and Aaron and to Miriam, "You three come out to the tent 
of meeting." So the three of them came out. Then the L ord came down in a pillar of cloud 
and stood at the doorway of the tent, and He called Aaron and Miriam. When they had both 
come forward, He said, "Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the L ord , 
shall make Myself known to him in a vision. I shall speak with him in a dream. "Not so, with 
My servant Moses, He is faithful in all My household; With him I speak mouth to mouth, 
Even openly, and not in dark sayings, And he beholds the form of the L ord . Why then 
were you not afraid To speak against My servant, against Moses?"  So the anger of the 
L ord burned against them and He departed. But when the cloud had withdrawn from over 
the tent, behold, Miriam was leprous, as white as snow. As Aaron turned toward Miriam, 
behold, she was leprous. 
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Humility is placing the interests of others above our own interests. 
 
Let's focus not on the punishment of God on 1 person here, but more importantly, that 'The 
Lord Heard'! 
 
Humility tells us that if we humble ourselves before God, He hears our plight and He hears 
what people are saying about us. Humility causes God to intervene in our lives! This 
prevents us from running in circles, the resultant being, we will become Church 
Extraordinary. 
 
Humility also means we are moved out of our comfort zones! 
 
 

Applications and Conclusions 
1. Ask God to lead you into a situation where you can live out humility. 
 
2. Pray using a different physical posture that you are not used to. 
 
3. Look for someone whom you are unfamiliar with and request that they 
pray for you. 
 


