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Introduction 
This year spells restoration, 
redemption and alignment to the the 
plans & thoughts of God! 
God has called us here to SKMC. 
We are not here by coincidence. This is 
where we will find our life; this is where 
we will grow in God. Below is a quick 
snapshot of our average attendance in 
2013. 

 

Numbers aside, what really 
matters is how we live our lives 
24-7 from Monday to Sunday; 
so we can be disciples of 
Christ. It’s not asking us to be 
perfect in our daily lives, but 
for us to be sensitive to the 
mistakes we make & admit 
when we were wrong. 
 
 
 

This is the year of adjustment for us in the Hands of the Master. Let us 
be accountable to God, and become models for others as we slowly but 
surely get shaped and formed by our Master Potter, to prepare us to hold 
the treasures given to us by God. 
 
Our theme for this year is Joyful Discipleship taken from the book of 
Philippians... 
 
2014 is a year of adjustment... 
Adjustment can mean many things. Adjustment also means alignment as 
we put out feet into Jesus' footprints and walk as He walked! It's a time 
for us to gaze upon Jesus, the exact imprint of His Father! 
 
It’s a year of restoration, but this cannot happen unless we ourselves are 
first restored, & this can only be accomplished through Jesus Christ. 
This isn't saying that we have the 'Pow-Jia' answer or the $64-solution to 
all of life's problems! 
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Acts 1:1-26 NIV 
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until 
the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and 
spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave 
them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about.  For John baptized with  water, but in a few days 
you will be baptized with  the Holy Spirit.”    Then they gathered around him and asked him, 
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”   He said to them: “It is 
not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”    After he said this, 
he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.   They were 
looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white 
stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? 
This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 
way you have seen him go into heaven.”   Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from 
the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. When they arrived, 
they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, 
James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of 
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined together 
constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brothers.   In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a 
hundred and twenty) and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in 
which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning Judas, who served as guide 
for those who arrested Jesus. He was one of our number and shared in our 
ministry.”   (With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there 
he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. Everyone in 
Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, 
Field of Blood.)   “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms: “ ‘May his place be 
deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it,’  and, “ ‘May another take his place of 
leadership.’    Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us 
the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, beginning from John’s baptism to the 
time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of 
his resurrection.”   So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as 
Justus) and Matthias. Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which 
of these two you have chosen to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go 
where he belongs.” Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the 
eleven apostles. 
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1. Full authority lies in Jesus 
 
Acts 1:1-4 NIV 
1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach2 until 
the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and 
spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he 
gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about. 
 
Jesus did not only disappear. He died, He rose & re-appeared again to His disciples. His 
work did not die with Him. If He only died & did not resurrect, then His work would have 
ended and the church wouldn’t have started! 
He demonstrated His authority in life, and in death we see the fullness of His obedience to 
His Father. It is this full authority of Jesus' life, death & resurrection that we must place our 
focus and pattern our lives after. 
 
Heb 1:2-3 NIV 
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s 
glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. 
After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in 
heaven. 
 
We cannot do this in full obedience unless we make adjustments to align with Jesus by 
looking closely at the Word of God. 
 
 

2. Jesus has a plan for every single person 

Acts 1:5-8 NIV 
5 For John baptized with[a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with[b] the Holy 
Spirit.” 
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restorethe kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 together with Matt 28:19-20; Mk 16:15-18 are commonly called the Great 

Commission.  The disciples asked Jesus regarding the time and date that God would 

restore the kingdom of Israel. Instead, Jesus told His disciples to put aside these questions 

but focus on the needful, being filled with the power of the Holy Spirit and going out to be 

His witnesses in the world.  

Don't be distracted by unnecessary things; this is the devil's plan, to derail us & de-focus us 

from the things that really matter to God! 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%201:5-8%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26929a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%201:5-8%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26929b
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3. Every single one of us must respond to Jesus 

 
Acts 1:13-15 NIV 
13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those 
present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They 
all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and with his brothers. 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred 
and twenty) 

Every one of the disciples were named in the Upper Room. This is important because it 
signifies the importance of each and every one of us; not as a digit or number, but as an 
identifiable individuals within the community of church with a unified purpose in Christ for 
the people around us! 
 

Acts 1:13:  1 Community 
Acts 1:14:  1 Mind 
Acts 1:15-16: 1 Leadership 
 
Hebrews 4:2 NIV 
For we also have had the good news proclaimed to us, just as they did; but the message 
they heard was of no value to them, because they did not share the faith of those who 
obeyed. 
 

We don't want to be like the people described here in Hebrews! 
 

 
Conclusions 
We must be witnesses to pre-believer friends 

Acts 1:9-11 NIV 
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight. 
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will 
come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

Jesus is alive today. He will return. Keep gazing on Him! 
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Application Notes 
A1. Jesus is alive today. He will return! 
 
A2. We must live as a disciple of Jesus, walking the way Jesus walked. 

This means: 
A2.1 Having a daily personal relationship with God. 
A2.2 Living God's Word out in our daily life. 
A2.3 Being prayerfully dependent on God for all things. 
A2.4 A fruitful time of fellowship with other believer friends. 

 

A3. Personal How To's 
A3.1 Sunday’s – Attend Celebration Services & Adult Bible 
Fellowship. 
A3.2 Join a Cell Group. 
A3.3 Serve in at least 1 Ministry. 
 

A4. What can we do together? 
 A4.1 Plant our roots here & grow (Eph 3:17) 
 A4.2 Seriously look at the potential harvest here at Sengkang & 

 beyond (900k people!) 


