
The mark of a 
Joyful Disciple - Persevering to the 

end
Philippians 3:12-4:1



Phil 3:1-4:1
Keep Going Forward 

12 Not that I have already attained this—that is, I have not 
already been perfected—but I strive to lay hold of that for 
which Christ Jesus also laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and 
sisters, I do not consider myself to have attained this. Instead 
I am single-minded: Forgetting the things that are behind and 
reaching out for the things that are ahead, 14 with this goal 
in mind, I strive toward the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore let those of us who are “perfect” 
embrace this point of view. If you think otherwise, God will 
reveal to you the error of your ways. 16 Nevertheless, let us 
live up to the standard that we have already attained.



Phil 3:1-4:1
Keep Going Forward 

12 Not that I have already attained this—that is, I have not already been perfected—but I strive 
to       lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus also laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself to have attained this. Instead I am single-minded: Forgetting the things that are 
behind and reaching out for the things that are ahead, 14 with this goal in mind, I strive toward 
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore let those of us who are “perfect” 
embrace this point of view. If you think otherwise, God will reveal to you the error of your ways. 
16 Nevertheless, let us live up to the standard that we have already attained. 
17 Be imitators of me, brothers and sisters, and watch carefully those who are living this way, 
just as you have us as an example. 18 For many live, about whom I have often told you, and now, 
with tears, I tell you that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, 
their god is the belly, they exult in their shame, and they think about earthly things. 20 But our 
citizenship is in heaven—and we also eagerly await a savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 
who will transform these humble bodies of ours into the likeness of his glorious body by means of 
that power by which he is able to subject all things to himself. 

Christian Practices 
4 So then, my brothers and sisters, dear friends whom I long to see, my joy and crown, stand in 
the Lord in this way, my dear friends!



Sermon Outline
Introduction 

Recap last week 
Dictionary definition of Perseverance:  persistence to do something despite difficulty to 
achieve success. 
Bible Definition: Placing one’s faith in Jesus Christ to experience the completion of His work. 

The product of Perseverance Phil 3:20-21 
The completion of Christ’s salvation plan 
Paul’s purpose is to be found totally obedient and faithful in the end Phil 3:10-11 

The attitude of Perseverance Phil 3:12-15 19 
The attitude is “I STRIVE TOWARD” means to “strive for a purpose” 

The reward of Perseverance Phil 4:1 
Disciples who persevere - a Disciplemaker’s joy and crown cf 1 Thess 2:19-20 

Conclusion 
It is not the beginning only that count but the ending that is critically important. 
God has in his hands empowered ALL to complete the race.



Introduction
Recap 
The definition of Perseverance: 
Dictionary:  persistence to do something 
despite difficulty to achieve success. 
Bible Definition: Placing one’s faith in Jesus 
Christ to experience the completion of His 
work.
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Perseverance

Dictionary definition:  persistence to do 
something despite difficulty to achieve 
success. 
Bible Definition: Placing one’s faith in Jesus 
Christ to experience the completion of His 
work.



The product of Perseverance Phil 3:20-21

The completion of Christ’s salvation plan
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The product of Perseverance Phil 3:20-21

Paul’s purpose is to be found totally obedient 
and faithful in the end Phil 3:10-11

3:10 

power of his resurrection, to share in his 
sufferings, and to be like him in his death, 
3:11 

resurrection from the dead. 
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Paul’s Aim (Phil 3:10-11 NET)

1. to know him,  


2. to experience the power of his 
resurrection 

ginṓskō 
 – to know, especially through 
personal experience (first-hand 
acquaintance). 
- “experientially know" 

dýnamis 
"ability to perform" (L-N); for the believer, power 
to achieve by applying the Lord's inherent 

abilities. "Power through God's ability”

I want to know Christ in a 
“life-shaping way”



Paul’s Aim (Phil 3:10-11 NET)
3.  to share in his sufferings

Although he was a son, he learned obedience through the 
things he suffered. (Hebrews 5:8 NET)

Endure your suffering as discipline; God is treating you as 
sons. For what son is there that a father does not 

discipline? (Hebrews 12:7 NET)



Paul’s Aim (Phil 3:10-11 NET)
4.  to be like him in his death, and so, somehow,  
5.  to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

I glorified you on earth by completing the work you 
gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me at your 
side with the glory I had with you before the world 

was created. (John 17:4-5 NET)

But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on 
the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and 
rejoice together with all of you. (Philippians 2:17 NET)



Paul’s Aim (Phil 3:10-11 NET)
4.  to be like him in his death, and so, somehow,  
5.  to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

The Son is the radiance of his glory and the 
representation of his essence, and he sustains all 
things by his powerful word, and so when he had 

accomplished cleansing for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high. (Hebrews 1:3 NET)



The attitude of Perseverance Phil 3:12-15 19

The attitude is “I STRIVE TOWARD” means 
to “strive for a purpose” 
The joy of completion Phil 3:20-21



The attitude of Perseverance Phil 3:12-15 19
12 Not that I have already attained this—that is, I have not 

already been perfected—but I strive to lay hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus also laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself to have attained this. Instead I am single-minded: 
Forgetting the things that are behind and reaching out for the things 
that are ahead, 14 with this goal in mind, I strive toward the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Phil 3:12-14

i have not attained it 2x v 12, 13 
The attitude is “I STRIVE TOWARD” means to 
“strive for a purpose” v12, 14



The attitude of Perseverance Phil 3:12-15 19

The joy of completion Phil 3:20-21

19Their end is destruction, their god is the belly, they 
exult in their shame, and they think about earthly 

things.  

20 But our citizenship is in heaven – and we also await a 
savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who will 

transform these humble bodies of ours into the likeness of 
his glorious body by means of that power by which he is 
able to subject all things to himself. (Philippians 3:19-21 

NET)



The reward of Perseverance Phil 4:1
Disciples who persevere - a Disciplemaker’s 
joy and crown (cf 1 Thess 2:19-20)

4:1 So then, my brothers and sisters, dear friends 
whom I long to see, my joy and crown, stand in the 
Lord in this way, my dear friends! Phil 4:1

19 For who is our hope or joy or crown to boast of 
before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not of 
course you? 20 For you are our glory and joy! 1 
Thess 2:19-20



Conclusion

It is not the beginning only that count but the 
ending that is critically important. 
God has in his hands empowered ALL to 
complete the race.


