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The Kingdom Of God is filled with 
people who bless those who curse us
Matt 5:38-48



Central Truth

✤ The Kingdom of God is filled only 
with people who bless those who 

curse us.



Sermon Outline
Introduction 
Its all about living in the Kingdom….. 
How are you doing so far? 

  
Common Thinking 
1) If someone hits you, hit them back harder. 

2) The only way to protect yourself is to use force and violence 

3) An eyes for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. 
Biblical Truth 

Living in the Kingdom of God is not governed by the law of reciprocity Matt 5:38-42 

1) Our response is dependent on our identity and kingdom perspective 

2) The principle of the kingdom is love: 

2.1 seen through the action of giving of our outer cloak 

2.2 by going the 2nd mile 

3) Love even to sacrifice myself 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecuted you. Matt 5:43-48 

1) Love is not a feeling but an action 

2) Each time we curse our enemies, we are affirming faith in the narratives of life without God. 
Application 

Do you dare to be different?  Pray for our enemies and our competitors.



Introduction

✤ Its all about living in the Kingdom…..


✤ How are you doing so far?

Obey Jesus



Common Thinking

BLESSING
VS

CURSES

1) If someone hits you, hit them back harder.
2) The only way to protect yourself is to use force 
and violence
3) An eyes for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.



Common Thinking

What is behind this show of power and force?

BLESSING VS CURSESBLESSING VS CURSES

Insecurity Disempowered

Exposed Vulnerable



Biblical Truth
A.  Living in the Kingdom of God is not governed by the law of 
reciprocity Matt 5:38-42

1) Our response is dependent on our identity and kingdom 
perspective
2) The principle of the kingdom is love:

2.1 seen through the action of giving of our outer cloak
2.2 by going the 2nd mile

3) Love even to sacrifice myself

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecuted you. Matt 
5:43-48

1) Love is not a feeling but an action
2) Each time we curse our enemies, we are affirming faith in the 
narratives of life without God.



Biblical Truth - A.  Living in the Kingdom of God is not 
governed by the law of reciprocity Matt 5:38-42

Retaliation
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, do not resist the 
evildoer. But whoever strikes you on the right cheek, turn 
the other to him as well. 40 And if someone wants to sue 
you and to take your tunic, give him your coat also. 41 And 
if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two. 
42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not reject the one 
who wants to borrow from you.(NET)

Where did you hear it from?



Biblical Truth - A.  Living in the Kingdom of God is not 
governed by the law of reciprocity Matt 5:38-42

20 The rest of the people will 
hear and become afraid to 
keep doing such evil among 
you. 21 You must not show 
pity; the principle will be a 
life for a life, an eye for an 
eye, a tooth for a tooth, a 
hand for a hand, and a foot 
for a foot. Deut 19:20-21

Deut 19:20-21
Exo 21:23-25

23 But if there is serious injury, 
then you will give a life for a life, 

24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot, 

25 burn for burn, wound for 
wound, bruise for bruise. Exo 

21:23-25

19 If a man inflicts an injury on his fellow citizen, just as he has done 
it must be done to him— 20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for 

tooth—just as he inflicts an injury on another person that same 
injury must be inflicted on him. Lev 24:19-20
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A.  Living in the Kingdom of God is not governed by 
the law of reciprocity Matt 5:38-42

1) Our response is dependent on our identity and 
kingdom perspective
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2.1 seen through the action of giving of our outer 
cloak
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2) The principle of the kingdom is love:
2.1 seen through the action of giving of our outer 
cloak
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Biblical Truth - A.  Living in the Kingdom of God is not 
governed by the law of reciprocity Matt 5:38-42

Retaliation
42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not reject the one 
who wants to borrow from you.(NET)

The Spirit of Liberality 

7 If a fellow Israelite from one of your villages in the land that the 
Lord your God is giving you should be poor, you must not harden 
your heart or be insensitive to his impoverished condition. 
8 Instead, you must be sure to open your hand to him and 
generously lend him whatever he needs. Deut 15:7-8



Biblical Truth - B.  Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecuted you. Matt 5:43-48



1) Love is not a feeling but an action



Biblical Truth - B.  Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecuted you. Matt 5:43-48

Love for Enemies
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor’ and 
‘hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemy and 
pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be like 
your Father in heaven, since he causes the sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what 
reward do you have? Even the tax collectors do the same, 
don’t they? 47 And if you only greet your brothers, what 
more do you do? Even the Gentiles do the same, don’t they? 
48 So then, be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

(NET)

Where did you hear it from?



Biblical Truth - A.  Living in the Kingdom of God is not 
governed by the law of reciprocity Matt 5:38-42

18 You must not take vengeance or bear a grudge 
against the children of your people, but you must 
love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord. 

Lev 19:18

The law of the limits of love and the right 
to vengeance is not enough



Biblical Truth - B.  Love your enemies and pray for those 
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Love for Enemies
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor’ and 
‘hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemy and 
pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be like 
your Father in heaven, since he causes the sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what 
reward do you have? Even the tax collectors do the same, 
don’t they? 47 And if you only greet your brothers, what 
more do you do? Even the Gentiles do the same, don’t they? 
48 So then, be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

(NET)

LOVE = AGAPAO an action 
word



Biblical Truth - B.  Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecuted you. Matt 5:43-48

2) Each time we curse our enemies, we are affirming 
faith in the narratives of life without God.



Application

✤ Do you dare to be different?  Pray for our enemies 
and our competitors.


